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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I would like to welcome all the New 
Members who joined in the last couple of 
months.  Many club members came to our 
Annual Labor Day camping trip, if you 
were there I hope you had a lot of fun and 
now you can see why this is a great dive 
club.  I also want to thank all the 
members that have been around for a 
while for getting others to join and for 
making them feel welcome at our events 
and meetings.  We have about 3 more 
events coming up before the New Year 
and I encourage all the new members to 
join us at the events and you will have a 
great time!  I’m very proud to be a 
member of Dolphin Divers of Sacramento 
and I hope our new and old members are 
too!  
 
I’m happy to say that we all came home 
safe and sound from our Labor Day event 
and other than a few minor technical 
difficulties like launching my boat in the 
campground (no I was not driving, 
however I was the one that left the hose 
hooked up to it) and almost rolling my 5th 
wheel off of its blocks (I will take all the 
responsibility for this one.  Note to self, 
never jack the side of a vehicle that has 
the chocks!) and no my truck was not 
hooked up to it, I think it was a great trip.  
 
As usual if anyone has anything that they 
would like to donate to our raffle at the 
general meeting then just bring it that 
night and give it to me and I will raffle it 
off after the split the pot.  Also if you 

know of someone you would like to have as a guest 
speaker, let us know and we can get them scheduled.  
In closing, I would like to encourage all members to 
join us at our board meetings, it is your club and 
everyone who can attend should get involved, 
remember DDS is your club! 
                Thank You,  ~ Bob Taylor, President 
 

        ~ MEETINGS ~ 
The starting time for General Meetings and Board 
Meetings is 7:30 pm.  Members are welcome to attend all 
meetings. General Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month at the Round Table Pizza, Greenback & 
Madison.  Ask for Dive Club discount (call 916- 989-
1133 to order in advance). 
 
BOARD MEETINGS are held on the 1st Wednesday of 
each month. ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO 
ATTEND BOARD MEETINGS!  The next board meeting 
will be held on October  1st at the Johnson/Little 
residence.  
For directions call:  (916) 378-0820 
 

What’s Your Sign? (Update) 
Ever find yourself shrugging your shoulders at your 
buddy who is desperately trying to tell you something 
underwater but you don’ t have a clue what they are 
talking about? I have! Some underwater signs are a real 
 No-Brainer like the OUT OF AIR, slash your throat, I’m 
gonna die sign. Every diver that ever sucked a breath of 
compressed air knows that one but there are so many 
more that you might know or not know. 
 
At the September meeting we learned the underwater sign 
for “Nesting Garibaldi’s”  (Cluck–cluck) courtesy of Jack 
Mallard and Gail Lui. Come early to the next meeting 
and bring your favorite underwater signs to share and 
learn some new ones. This promises to be a lot of laughs 
as well as informative & educational.    ~CB 

 
~DOLPHIN BIRTHDAY CLUB ~ 
 
Tom Mischley 10-1              Lisa Knoles 10-5 
Don Hansen 10-8                 Erin Green 10-9 
Sierra Nguyen 10-11            Tracy Clarke 10-14            
Conner Carlson 10-16          Dana Carlson 10-19    
Loren Green 10-24               Tim Berger 10-28 
 
Happy Birthday to you all, We’ ll SPANK you later! ! !  
 
Welcome New Member 
Randy Montgomery



            ~ CLUB NEWS ~
 

September  Special Guests  
Ships 2 Reefs was our September Guest Speaker. Ships 2 Reefs is 
a movement in support of the sinking of retired naval vessels for 
the creation of man-made reefs. SHIPS 2 REEFS PROJECTS 
ARE: Economically Beneficial, Environmentally Responsible & an 
Enhancement to YOUR Action Watersports Lifestyle! From an 
environmentally threatening eyesore to an economically beneficial 
beauty ... EVERYONE BENEFITS FROM S2R!  
Contact info@ships2reefs.com and find out more information 

October  Meeting Guest  
Holger & Corinne Fuerst will be our Guest Speakers at the October 
General Meeting. Experience the San Juan Islands close-up and 
personal with them through a Photo Safari as they share their two 
week “Trip of a Lifetime”  touring the San Juan Islands in Northern 
Washington and the Gulf Islands in British Columbia. This will be 
the next best thing to going there yourself!  Don’ t miss the boat! 

Split the Pot  
The September meeting “Split the Pot”  raffle ticket sales brought in 
$102 which was split with the Nguyen Family who banked $51 (split 
4 ways) and the other half went to this month’s guest, Ships 2 Reefs 
as a donation from DDS in appreciation for their presentation. 
Additionally, several items, donated by members, were raffled off. 
Thank you all who donated.  If you would like to donate something 
just bring it to the meeting. Makes the raffle much more fun! 
 
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE    
Congratulations to Craig Brookey who became a proud Grandpa 
recently when Mr. Landon Edward was born 8-8-08. I think Craig 
looks much too young to be a Grand Father, don’ t you? Congrats 
also to Perry Spetz who received his PADI Instructors Credential. 
Ask Perry to tell you about the IDC course. If you know of anyone 
who is celebrating accomplishments, upcoming Weddings, Births, 
etc., or if you know of a club member who is in need of a little 
Sunshine please contact  Sandi Stemple with information. "Sandi 
Sunshine" sandibeatles@yahoo.com  By the way, Sandi is also the 
one who sends those DDS Birthday Greetings every month.  Thank 
You Sandi, we greatly appreciate all your efforts.  

PAST EVENTS 
LABOR DAY – Ocean Cove  
Leaders: Bob & Kim Taylor 
Well this years Labor Day event was a great time!  Some of us got 
to do some diving on Thursday and Friday but Mother Nature did 
not cooperate for the rest of the weekend with red flag conditions.  
Some of the diehard Ab Divers went out and got their limits while 
the rest of us played on the beaches and socialized.  This is the first 
year that we had to cancel the spear fishing contest that I can 
remember.  We raffled the spear fishing prizes of to the 
contestants.  The men’s cooking and bribe contest was great we  
had a lot of cooks this year and some really good food, Loren 
Green swept both of the Men’s events and Jeri Malone won the 
Ladies Dessert Contest.  
 
 

A lot of fun was had visiting and playing practical jokes on 
each other in the great topside weather that we had.  I’m 
sure that the pictures of my boat sitting in the grass (off the 
trailer) will surface soon, as soon as it happened cameras 
were coming out of the woodwork!  If you were taking 
pictures over the weekend then get them to Renee and she 
will upload them to our website for all of us to enjoy. 
 
Next year we will keep the 3 group sites but Kim and I will 
not be running the event.  Returning members Rick and 
Angela Hatala will be running the event and the theme is a 
“Cowboys and Indians”  western theme!  I’m sure this will 
be a blast!  Oh, by the way Rick was the proud winner of the 
“Mona”  award!!  We had a few nominees but Rick was so 
far out in the lead it was a unanimous decision. 
 
I would like to thank all of you that volunteered to help Kim 
and I out!!   Without all of your help the weekend would not 
have been such a success!!  Corinne and Steve Cameron 
prepared and cooked all of our fish and abs for the potluck, 
Dave and Laura Ford took care of the kid’s BBQ, Stacy and 
Minh took care of all the kid’s activities, Brooke, Charlie, 
Dave Ford, Corinne, and Jerry all pitched in to cook our 
pancake breakfast on Monday morning.  I know that I’m 
missing some names of our volunteers, I’m sorry if I left 
your name out but we greatly appreciated all of the help we 
got over the weekend!   Until next year, dive safe and dive 
often!                     ~Bob and Kim Taylor 
 
GREAT AMERICAN RIVER CLEAN-UP  
Saturday, September 20th  
    This year all three of our associated clubs, DDS, AIM and 
Sacramento Sea Horses, and some “possible future 
members”  as well, joined forces. We were under the superb 
leadership of the tireless, Ms. Kim Rau for this years event. 
She did an excellent job of organizing all those who 
participated in the much needed cleanup of the river and 
surrounding areas.  
 
   We all want to thank Randy at River Rats for donating the 
rafts for our use, Mike Johnson at Dolphin Scuba Center for 
the loan of his Scuba tanks and PEET’S Coffee for the 
morning “Cup of Joe”  that we all needed early Sat. AM  
We couldn’ t have done it without all of them.  
 
    Many, Many, bags of discarded items were retrieved from 
both above and below the surface. It is always unbelievable 
that people have such a low regard for their environment as 
to litter trash into such a beautiful place. Without GARCU 
and all the great volunteers that removed so much junk, the 
American River would be just another Ugly, Polluted, 
DUMP.  I have it from a reliable source that over all, during 
the day, a total of over 2,000 LBS of trash was removed 
from the American River Parkway. WOW!! Good Job you 
guys!!!   Hope to see you all again next year. 

 



UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Randy Fry Memor ial Spear fishing Tournament  
October  10-12 -Ocean Cove Campground   
 Event leader: Richard Sears 
 richardesears@yahoo.com 916-212-7690 cell 
 SCAN, RFA and CENCAL are the organizers of this event.  ( 
www.cencal.org  www.abalonenetwork.org   
www.joinrfa.org    www.oceancove.org )  There will be camping in 
a group site both Friday and Saturday Nights. (Expect to pay the 
camping or day use fee when you arrive)  The Spearfishing 
Tournament check in is 7am on Saturday morning and the cost is 
$35 per person.  Also there will be a Raffle (Grand Prize is a $1200 
Kayak) and Silent Auction.  Look for registration on the RFA 
website and also at: http://randytourney.eventbrite.com/    
I f you are available to Volunteer during the Spearfishing 
Contest contact me.    Richard 
  
 Veterans©s Day Abalone Tr ip  
November  7-12  POMO Campground, For t Bragg 
 Event leader: Richard Sears 
 richardesears@yahoo.com 916-212-7690 cell 
Check your Calendars as this may be a good opportunity to create a 
long weekend getaway and enjoy the North Coast and some 
Abalone Diving.  November through April. is also Mussel Picking 
season,  Pomo is not crowded this time of year and we will have 
access to their Meeting Room for potluck dinners and socializing.  
I intend to arrive after work on Friday, stay until Tuesday and be in 
site 65.  Make your own reservations and contact Pomo RV Park 
at: www.infortbragg.com/pomorvpark  707-964-3373.  Most of us 
usually stay near the Shower/Restroom/Laundry/Meeting Room 
Facilities, so look at their website map.  Of course there are motels 
etc. to stay at too.  Also check: www.gomendo.com as their are 
usually some wonderful wine and mushroom events locally this 
time of year. .   ~Richard 
 

  
US Coast Guard Seaman, Mark Hoigaard 
Long time, active DDS club member Kathy Hoigaard wanted to 
share her excitement with us about her son Mark’s most recent 
accomplishment. Mark has graduated from the US Coast Guard 
Recruit Training Center and was promoted to his present rank of 
Seaman after a rigid eight week training program. The curriculum 
consisted of classroom academics and practical instruction on 
military customs and courtesies, Water Safety and Survival, 
Seamanship Skills, First Aid, Fire Fighting and Marksmanship. 
Seaman Hoigaard also received instruction on the Coast Guard’s 
three key values – Honor, Respect and Devotion to Duty – and 
how to apply them to his military service and personal conduct. 
Mark’s first duty station will be Coos Bay, Oregon.  
Congratulations Mark. You have made us all very proud of you.  
 

SAFETY OFFICERS MESSAGE 
Your “ Rights”  As a Buddy Diver 
    Rather than pointing out the well-known benefits of 
buddy diving, or starting a discussion about solo versus 
buddy diving, 
    I’d like to take this opportunity to point out a few of the 
responsibilities as well as “ rights”  of a buddy diver.  But 
first a brief disclaimer… By no means is this list intended to 
be construed as being instructions.  This article was written 
by a recreational diver, not an instructor.  For actual 
instructions, please seek out the help of a professional dive 
instructor! 
    With that said, I am sure that we’ve all found ourselves in 
situations when we got paired up to dive with someone other 
that our usual dive buddy.  Always remember that you do 
not have to agree to dive with someone you are not 
comfortable diving with, no matter what the reason!  But 
let’s assume that you’ve agreed on your proposed buddy. 
    In any case, thorough pre-dive communication is absolute 
key and paramount to everyone’s safety.  First, you should 
ascertain each other’s skill and comfort level.  How many 
dives has your partner completed and in what type of 
conditions?  What is their certification level?  Are they 
familiar with the proposed dive site?  Are they physically fit 
or do they need specific help or accommodations?  These 
types of questions should help you decide on the type of 
dive you might want to plan for.  With a newer diver you 
may wish to choose a shallower/safer profile.  The same 
goes for someone that may be more experienced, but is 
trying out new equipment such as a dry suit, camera, or 
spear gun for the first time.  You need to consider task 
loading and what that might mean for not only your dive 
buddy, but also for them being able to watch out for you. 
    Ok, so now that you have gotten a sense of each others’  
abilities, decided on a profile, and on who will lead the dive, 
you need to next familiarize yourselves with each others’  
dive gear.  This seems so obvious, but could you imagine 
running out of air, only then to realize that your dive buddy 
doesn’ t have an octopus setup?  How about weight belt 
versus integrated weights?  Or back plate versus jacket-style 
BC.?  In a potential emergency you may not have the time to 
“explore”  each others’  gear.   How about ‘air’?  You were 
planning a dive to 120’  only to find out that your 220# dive 
buddy was planning on using a 72cf tank.  Maybe a 
shallower dive is in order? 
    Anyway, the last thing you should discuss before getting 
suited up are emergency procedures, incl. what to do, if you 
get separated, one of you gets cold, or one of you starts 
getting low on air.  Your procedures need to match your 
proposed profile.  On a deeper or more challenging dive, 
additional conservancy and possibly extra redundancy 
should be planned for.  Regardless, with an unfamiliar dive 
buddy, you should pay more attention to each other than you 
might with someone you’ve dove dozens or even hundreds 
of times before. 
 
     Lastly, and this is the NUMBER 1 RULE of any dive 
team – either team member has the right to call the dive 
before or during the dive – no questions asked!  The reasons 
as to why someone may want to call a dive before or during 
the dive are too numerous to list, incl. reasons of personal 



comfort, safety, emergency, etc., but “pressuring”  your dive buddy 
in any way to either go dive or to continue the dive when they’d 
prefer to call it, is not only un-cool, but it is downright dangerous, 
putting both of you at high risk henceforth. 
    With all that said, always watch out for your dive buddy, 
familiar or not.  Who knows?  You may be making a new friend. 
Be safe!  Dive often!  Your Safety Officer, ~ Holger Fuerst 
 

         ~ GARAGE SALE ~ 

 
FOR SALE 
Olympus C5050 and full TTL housing w/ YS90 strobes and arms.  
It also comes with wet mountable wide angle and close up lens.  
I will throw in the 1610 rolling pelican case to hold it all.  
All together it is over $4000 worth of stuff.  Asking $1500 obo  
Call if you want to know more. - 916-806-3215 or email me @ 
tate@reneeandtate.com    ~Tate 
 
Pony Bottle with regulator Aqualung Titan LX with pressure 
guage. Set up with sling and/or X bracket all inclusive. Last service 
5-08. Cost combined over $500.00 - Like new - Sell $275.00  Call 
Steve Anderson - M-(916) 798-6693 or Work (916) 483-7321 
 
Have anything to SELL – TRADE – GIVE AWAY? 
You can advertise FREE in the Bubbles. Just e mail the editor 
cbrookey@sbcglobal.net with your ad before the sending deadline 
following the General Meeting and your ad will appear in the very 
next issue. Please limit to “Diving Related”  items like Gear, 
Camera Equipment, Boats, Motors, Camping Gear, Etc. 
 

DONATE BLOOD &  SAVE LIVES  
WHEN YOU DONATE BLOOD TELL THEM THAT  
YOU ARE A MEMBER OF DOLPHIN DIVE CLUB. 
THEY WILL CREDIT YOUR DONATION TO OUR 
ACCOUNT (#3412) AND BENEFIT OTHER MEMBERS 
WHEN THEY NEED BLOOD–CALL 1- 866-822-5663 

 

-2008 TROPHY CORNER-  

 
BIG FISH: Steve”  Captain Ahab”  Volpicelli  1.48 lbs  
BIG AB:    Tim “The Terminator”  Berger  9.294“   
Small Ab:     Bob “Big Boy”  Taylor  7.217”   Woo Woo!! 
 

OUT – AND – ABOUT 
 
Don©t forget when you are out-and-about, the following shops 
and businesses support Dolphin Divers of Sacramento.  
When you patronize, please tell them you are a club member 
and thank them for their support.  
 
* Indicates shops that honor the free air fills on the back of 
Dolphin Divers membership cards. 
*  Diver©s Cove��� � � � � � � 	� � � 
 �� � � �
 �� � � � � � � � �� � ��
*  Dolphin Scuba Center ��� � � ��� � � 	� � � � ��
� �Dolphin Scuba Center  of Stockton��� � � ��� � � 	� � � �  
� � � �
 � �� � �� � � � �  �� � ! ��
*  Elk Grove Dive Shop �� � � ��� � � 	� � � � �
� � � �� �"#�� � � 
 �� � �� � ! ��
*  Fish Eye Scuba �� � � ��� 
 � 	� � � 
 �� � � �$�� � � %� � � � �  �� � ! �
*  Nautilus Dive Shop �� � � ��� � � 	&� � &�
� � � ��  � ���� � 
 �� � � � � �� � �� � ! �
*  Scuba Wor ld �� � � ��&&� 	� � � � �� � � �� � � �  � � � �
 �  � �� �� � ! ��
*  Spor t Chalet�– � � � �� � � � �� �  �� ��� � ! �
 

 
 
DOLPHIN DIVERS OF SACRMENTO IS A NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION NOT AFFILIATED WITH ANY DIVE SHOPS, 
BUT WE DO SUPPORT ALL DIVE SHOPS LISTED 
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This is the Crew that helped clean up the 
American River – See the article on Page 2 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


